


The way we taught students in the past simply does not prepare 
them for the higher demands of college and careers today and in the 
future. Your school and schools throughout the country are working to 
improve teaching and learning to ensure that all children will graduate 
high school with the skills they need to be successful. 

In mathematics, this means three major changes. Teachers will 
concentrate on teaching a more focused set of major math concepts 
and skills. This will allow students time to master important ideas and 
skills in a more organized way throughout the year and from one grade 
to the next. It will also call for teachers to use rich and challenging math 
content and to engage students in solving real-world problems in order 
to inspire greater interest in mathematics.

America’s schools 
are working  

to provide higher 
quality instruction 

than ever before.

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD IN GRADE FIVE MATHEMATICS 1



What your child  
will be learning in  

�J�U�D�G�H���¿�Y�H�� 
mathematics.

In grade �ve, students will build their understanding of the place value 
system by working with decimals up to the hundredths place. Students 
will also add, subtract, and multiply fractions, including fractions with 
unlike denominators. They will continue to expand their geometry and 
measurement skills, learning the concept of volume and measuring the 
volume of a solid �gure. Activities in these areas will include:

�™�����F�j�^�X�`�a�n���V�c�Y���V�X�X�j�g�V�i�Z�a�n���b�j�a�i�^�e�a�n�^�c�\���b�j�a�i�^�"�Y�^�\�^�i���l�]�d�a�Z���c�j�b�W�Z�g�h

�™���9�^�k�^�Y�^�c�\���c�j�b�W�Z�g�h���l�^�i�]���j�e���i�d���[�d�j�g���Y�^�\�^�i�h���W�n���i�l�d���Y�^�\�^�i���c�j�b�W�Z�g�h

�™�����J�h�^�c�\���Z�m�e�d�c�Z�c�i�h���i�d���Z�m�e�g�Z�h�h���e�d�l�Z�g�h���d�[���&�%�����^�c���&�%2, 2 is the exponent)

�™�����G�Z�V�Y�^�c�\�!���l�g�^�i�^�c�\�!���V�c�Y���X�d�b�e�V�g�^�c�\���Y�Z�X�^�b�V�a�h���i�d���i�]�Z���i�]�d�j�h�V�c�Y�i�]�h���e�a�V�X�Z

�™�����6�Y�Y�^�c�\�!���h�j�W�i�g�V�X�i�^�c�\�!���b�j�a�i�^�e�a�n�^�c�\�!���V�c�Y���Y�^�k�^�Y�^�c�\���Y�Z�X�^�b�V�a�h���i�d���i�]�Z��
hundredths place

�™�����L�g�^�i�^�c�\���V�c�Y���^�c�i�Z�g�e�g�Z�i�^�c�\���b�V�i�]�Z�b�V�i�^�X�V�a���Z�m�e�g�Z�h�h�^�d�c�h���j�h�^�c�\���h�n�b�W�d�a�h���h�j�X�]��
as parentheses. For example, “add 8 and 7, then multiply by 2” can be 



Students recognize that 

a 5 in the thousandths 

place is only one tenth 

the value of a 5 in the 

hundredths place. Grade Four Mathematics

�™�����J�h�Z���e�a�V�X�Z���k�V�a�j�Z���j�c�Y�Z�g�h�i�V�c�Y�^�c�\��to round multi-digit whole 

numbers to any place

�™�� �� �G�Z�X�d�\�c�^�o�Z���i�]�V�i���^�c���V���b�j�a�i�^�)�Y�^�\�^�i�� whole number, a digit in one 

place represents ten times what it 

represents in the place to its right 

�™�����8�d�b�e�V�g�Z���i�l�d���b�j�a�i�^�)�Y�^�\�^�i��numbers based on meanings of 

the digits in each place, using the symbols >�����b�d�g�Z���i�]�V�c���!�� ��Z�f�j�V�a���i�d���!���V�c�Y��<�����a�Z�h�h���i�]�V�c��

Grade Five Mathematics

�™�����J�h�Z���e�a�V�X�Z���k�V�a�j�Z���j�c�Y�Z�g�h�i�V�c�Y�^�c�\��to round decimals to any place�™�� �� �G�Z�X�d�\�c�^�o�Z���i�]�V�i���^�c���V���b�j�a�i�^�)�Y�^�\�^�i�� number, a digit in one place 

�g�Z�e�g�Z�h�Z�c�i�h���&�%���i�^�b�Z�h���V�h���b�j�X�]���V�h���^�i��

represents in the place to its right 

and 1 �
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�™�����G�Z�V�Y�!���l�g�^�i�Z�!���V�c�Y���X�d�b�e�V�g�Z��decimals based on the meanings 

of the digits in the tenths, 

hundredths, and thousandths 

place G r a d e  S i x  M a t h e m a t i c s

� ™ � �� �� J � c � Y � Z � g � h � i � V � c � Y � � � i � ] � V � i � � � e � d � h � ^ � i � ^ � k � Z � � � V � c � Y � �n e g a t i v e  n u m b e r s  a r e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  d e s c r i b e  q u a n t i t i e s  h a v i n g  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s  o r  v a l u e s� ™ � �� �� J � c � Y � Z � g � h � i � V � c � Y � � � V � � � g � V � i � ^ � d � c � V � a � � � c � j � b � W � Z � g � �� � � [ � g � V � X � i � ^ � d � c � ! � � � Y � Z � X � ^ � b � V � a � ! � � � V � c � Y � � � e � Z � g � X � Z � c � i � � � �

a s  a  p o i n t  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  l i n e

� ™ � �� �� J � c � Y � Z � g � h � i � V � c � Y � � � d � g � Y � Z � g � ^ � c � \ � � � V � c � Y � �a b s o l u t e  v a l u e  o f  r a t i o n a l  

n u m b e r s

S U P P O R T I N G  Y O U R  C H I L D  I N  G R A D E  F I V E  M A T H E M A T I C S3Here are just a few examples of how students will develop and use their understanding �R�I���S�O�D�F�H���Y�D�O�X�H���L�Q���J�U�D�G�H���¿�Y�H���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���X�V�H���S�O�D�F�H���Y�D�O�X�H���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���¿�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���W�K�D�W�����E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���G�L�J�L�W�V���D�U�H���O�R�F�D�W�H�G��

�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�����������������L�V���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q��������������
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Helping your child 
learn outside of school

Additional Resources

1.  Use everyday objects to allow your child to explore the concept of 
�[�g�V�X�i�^�d�c�h�#���;�d�g���Z�m�V�b�e�a�Z�!���]�V�k�Z���n�d�j�g���X�]�^�a�Y���Y�^�k�^�Y�Z���V���X�V�c�Y�n���W�V�g�����d�g���V���]�Z�V�a�i�]�n��
snack) between three people. Ask, “How much does each person 
receive?�Æ�����:�V�X�]���e�Z�g�h�d�c���l�d�j�a�Y���g�Z�X�Z�^�k�Z��1� 3). Suppose there are three 
candy bars that you plan to share with two friends. Have your child 
describe the amount that each person will receive. 

2.  Have your child explain how to write fractions in di�erent ways. For 
example, what are some di�erent ways to write 4� 3 ? He or she could 
answer 4÷3, 1 1� 3, 2� 3 � ��2� 3, 2 x 2� 3, �-� 6, 4x1� 3 , etc. 

3.  Ask your child to give you a fraction equal to a decimal. For example, 


